
Double Dozen 
 

August 2009                  Kim Spicka, Editor 

 

 

       Theme:   Energize You!!! 
 

 

    Leadership Training Sessions - Leadership training has  

   started with the first sessions on Saturday, July 18
th

 in Omaha and  

   Saturday, July 25
th

 in Grand Island.   The next training session will 

   be held in Lincoln on Saturday, August 8
th

 at the Southeast  

   Community College on S. 68
th

 St. 

 

   If your club has not yet sent anyone to training try to get to Lincoln 

   on the 8
th

.   Make up sessions will be scheduled with a time and  

   date yet to be determined.   To get points for the DCP each club 

   needs to have at least 4 officers trained at both the fall and winter 

   training sessions.   The deadline for officer training is August 31
st
,  

   don’t be left out. 

 

 

          Speech Contest Time 
 

Speech contest time is upon us for Table Topics and Humorous.   

Club contests need to be completed by August 14
th

, Area contests 

by September 11
th

.   The Division contests are scheduled for the 

following dates: 

 

    Division A September 19
th

 

    Division C To be determined 

    Division D September 21
st
 

    Division E September 15
th

 

 

For more information on the dates for the area contest please check 

the District 24 website at: 

http://www.district24toastmasters.com/calendar.cfm.    Please 

consult the contest rulebook for complete rules.  

 

   These are great events for even the novice or new members.  Come 

   join in on the fun!!!  

             

 

        Trio Members 

 
Division Governor - Elden Plettner 
governor@district24toastmasters.com 

 

Lt. Governor Ed - George Volz 

lget@district24toastmasters.com 
 

Lt Gov. Marketing - Luann Anglo 

lgm@district24toastmasters.com 

 

 
George Volz, Elden Plettner, LuAnn Anglo 
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District Governorôs Quill  

From your new District Governor, Elden Plettner, Jr. 

 
ts Toastmasters Leadership Institute and Contest time. 
District 24 is indeed energized!!  We are off to a great start in officers attending a 

Toastmasters Leadership Institute (TLI).  We had 60 individuals at the TLI in 

Omaha on the July 18.  Come to a TLI and receive a nice gift for attending.  By now 

there is only one session left on the schedule, with possible make up sessions to be 

determined.  ALL MEMBERS are eligible and encouraged to attend the TLI.   Each club 

needs a minimum of four officers to attend to gain points that contribute towards the 

clubs Distinguished Club Program (DCP) goals!  These are easy points to obtain.  But 

just as important as points towards the DCP, officers are able to network and some of the 

best ideas come from the networking sessions with others.  We hope to see you there!  

It is contest season and, as always, you can count on members stepping up to the 

plate and giving it their all. This fall District 24 is serving up two terrific contest 

opportunities: Humorous Speech Contest and the Table Topics Contest. Members will 

progress from their Club contest to Area level followed by Division contests and 

finishing up in Mahoney State Park near Ashland, NE on October 9 and 10, 2009 at the 

District Conference contest. 

Good contests require planning. Each club Vice President of Education is tasked 

with the responsibility to run the club contest. That is often completed by 

appointing a well organized contest chair to manage the details (Note this is a great 

opportunity for you to complete a leadership project in your CL manual). While the rules 

might seem a bit daunting, they become easier to understand if you refer back to the 

rules. Each club received a pamphlet outlining the rules of the road for contests, but a few 

of you along the line, may have misplaced that item. But, don’t worry! TI has provided 

the 2009 Contest Rule Book online: 

http://www.toastmasters.org/fupload/media/IntlSpeechContestRules.pdf 

  And finally, we need contestants and helpers to staff the many roles for the 

contest. Would you be willing to help?  The organization needs helpers in the Club, 

Area, Division, and District contest to perform the duties of judge, ballet counters, timer, 

and etc. for the contest to be a success.   By helping you make a positive difference and 

you will feel good!   Compete and challenge your club members to compete as well. For 

those of you unable to compete, become a helper. Contact your Club Presidents, Area 

Governors, and Division Governors and let them know where you would like to help. We 

will train you to do the job.  Your Organization needs you to make a positive difference 

and to feel good!  

 

Consider this as my personal invitation to you to help!  

 

Energize you! 

Elden Plettner, Jr. 

DG  2009-2010 

 

 

I 
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Words from Lt. Governor of Education - George Volz 

 
reetings, I am your 2009-2010 Lieutenant Governor of Education and Training.    I 

live in Carson, Iowa and commute to various other places.  Today, my work 

required me to go to a different destination than I normally visit.  As I headed east away 

from my house, I reflected on the fact that all of the vehicles that normally accompany 

me on my commute were still going their way—but I was going a different way.  As I 

continued driving, I almost started to miss fitting into the crowd.  Then the sun came up 

and I started to see new vistas.    I knew that going a different route was worth the 

change.    

    I see this is a parallel to Toastmasters.  If you are a Toastmaster, you have chosen to 

step outside of your comfort zone and do something that others have not chosen to do.   

There is great excitement in pushing new boundaries, but there is also a challenge.  We 

need to be careful to not become complacent with what we have achieved.  Each and 

every meeting should be an opportunity to push the envelope a little further.  Are you 

growing each and every meeting?    

 

YOU CAN AND WE OUR HERE TO HELP!!  You can decide that this is the year every 

meeting will be an opportunity to grow, to take another step out of your comfort zone and 

rise to the challenge.  What can you do?   Your club can start by taking time to do a 

survey.  A survey is located under Tools at 

http://www.district24toastmasters.com/resources.cfm .  After finishing the survey give to 

your VP of Education to build a plan for you and the club.   The Toastmasters 

opportunities are endless and we are here to assist.  What areas do you want grow this 

year—how can we help?  

 

 
 

TWENTY FOR TWENTY FOUR WINNERS 

 

 

ongratulations on finishing the year with 20 members or more.   Each of these clubs 

will receive a special ribbon for their flag.  Keep up the good work, your strength in 

membership allows your club members to enjoy many opportunities to grow and develop.  

If your club is not on this list, plan to have your club on this list next year!! 

 
Number Name Members 

229 Toastmasters Club Omaha 229 31 

281 Businessmenôs Club 20 

403 Lincoln Toastmasters Club 23 

455 OPPD Toastmasters Club 32 

1029 NPPD Toastmasters Club 31 

1454 HDR Toastmasters Club 28 

1796 Revelliers Club 32 

2114 Greater Communicators Toastmasters Club 26 

2202 A-Rousers Toastmasters Club 32 

2499 Ad-Libbers Club 21 

G 

C 

http://www.district24toastmasters.com/resources.cfm
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2904 E.C. Speakers Toastmasters Club 22 

3194 Small Talkers Club 23 

4070 Noonshiners Club 25 

4296 The Good Neighbor Club 25 

5779 River City Speakers Club 20 

6405 Physicians Mutual Toastmasters Club 26 

6757 Blue Ah Busters Club 21 

7047 Tower Talkers Club 21 

8346 TMs at Principal Club 29 

8759 Realtalkers Club 20 

706453 West O! Toastmasters 22 

807953 Mutual of Omaha Toastmasters Club 36 

878929 Global Domination & Enunciation Club 22 

986233 LibORATORS Toastmasters Club 22 

1071656 Oration Omaha 20 

1198189 On Time Delivery 26 

1199094 West Dodgers 22 

1234525 ConAgra Foods TM 33 

1266707 Club Sandwich 25 

1282109 Advanced Toastmasters of Omaha 21 

 

 

How did your club do? 
 

One of the best measures of the benefit that a club is providing to its members is the 

educational awards earned.  The ratio of members to the number of awards earned gives a 

good indication of the focus on providing opportunity for member growth.  New clubs 

have a slight disadvantage in their first year.  As your club plans this new year, take a 

look at how last year went and use this as a benchmark for improving during this year.  

Only the clubs whose members were listed in Toastmasters International list of individual 

achievements are included in this report.  Check with your area governor on ideas to 

improve the benefit your members are receiving from Toastmasters. 
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1799 A 1 Kearney Toastmasters Club 1 2 2   5 9 0.556 

4686 A 1 Yakkity-Yakkers Club 1       1 8 0.125 

8346 A 1 TMs at Principal Club 4 3 2   9 29 0.310 

1826 A 2 Tally Ho Club 2       2 8 0.250 

2981 A 2 Fremont Toastmasters Club 1       1 13 0.077 

1029 A 3 NPPD Toastmasters Club 2 2 1 2 7 31 0.225 

5546 A 3 Wayne Club       2 2 12 0.167 

8111 A 3 Prime Time Toastmasters Club 1       1 14 0.071 

Division A Totals 12 7 5 4 28 130 0.215 

4362 C 20 Innovators Toastmasters Club 5 3 2 2 12 15 0.800 
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782205 C 20 The Finishers Toastmasters Club 1   2   3 0 ? 

2904 C 21 E.C. Speakers Toastmasters Club 6  2    8 22 0.363 

4296 C 21 The Good Neighbor Club 7 2 3   12 25 0.480 

403 C 22 Lincoln Toastmasters Club 4 2 1 1 8 23 0.348 

2742 C 22 Southeast Toasters 2 1      3 17 0.176 

2788 C 22 Sunrise Toastmasters Club   1     1 7 0.143 

4284 C 22 Fairview Toastmasters Club 3       3 13 0.231 

1761 C 23 Roadtoasters Club 1 1 2   4 19 0.211 

6449 C 23 Strictly Speaking Club 1       1 7 0.143 

6604 C 23 Star City Club 2 2 1  1 6 11 0.545 

1024 C 24 P O E T S Club 1       1 9 0.111 

1800 C 24 Capitol Voices Club   3 1   4 17 0.235 

5949 C 24 Firstier Club 1       1 14 0.071 

6557 C 24 High Nooners Toastmasters Club   1     1 0 ? 

Division C Totals 34 16 14 4 68 250 0.272 

2202 D 30 A-Rousers Toastmasters Club 3   1    4 32 0.125 

6757 D 30 Blue Ah Busters Club 4   2   6 21 0.286 

2499 D 31 Ad-Libbers Club 1 2 1 1 5 21 0.238 

8759 D 31 Realtalkers Club 4 1  1    6 20 0.3 

651085 D 31 Club Fed Club 2       2 18 0.111 

281 D 32 Businessmenôs Club 1       1 20 0.050 

1676 D 32 Heartland Communicators Club 1   1   2 12 0.167 

1796 D 32 Revelliers Club 1 1     2 32 0.063 

3194 D 32 Small Talkers Club 1 2 2 1  6 23 0.261 

4070 D 34 Noonshiners Club 4 2     6 25 0.240 

706453 D 34 West O! Toastmasters 6       6 22 0.273 

1199094 D 34 West Dodgers     1   1 22 0.045 

Division D Totals 28 8 9 2 47 334 0.141 

3420 E 40 Rail Talkers Club 2       2 18 0.111 

5357 E 40 P.W.D. Speakeasies Club 1 2     3 17 0.176 

229 E 41 Toastmasters Club Omaha 229 4 2 5 5 16 31 0.516 

455 E 41 OPPD Toastmasters Club 9 2 5 7 23 32 0.719 

6405 E 41 Physicians Mutual Toastmasters Club 
1   1   2 26 0.077 

7047 E 41 Tower Talkers Club 1   2   3 21 0.143 

807953 E 41 Mutual of Omaha Toastmasters Club 
4 1 1 1 7 36 0.194 

2102 E 42 Noon Enthusiasts Club 1 3     4 9 0.444 

2114 E 42 Greater Communicators Toastmasters 
Club 

9 2   5 16 26 0.615 
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5329 E 43 Beatrice Toastmasters Club 1 2 1   4 12 0.333 

8196 E 43 Tri-State Club 2       2 18 0.111 

986233 E 43 LibORATORS Toastmasters Club 10 4 3   17 22 0.773 

2393 E 44 Offutt Toastmasters Club 1 1   1 3 12 0.250 

5779 E 44 River City Speakers Club 3 1     4 20 0.200 

736714 E 44 Sarpy County Chamber Toastmasters 
Club 2       2 12 0.167 

878929 E 44 Global Domination & Enunciation Club 
2       2 22 0.091 

Division E Totals 53 20 18 19 110 475 0.232 

District 24 Totals 
127 51 46 29 253 1189 0.212 

 

 

 

 

Web Updates 

  

Watch for a number of updates coming to the district 24 website soon.  The 

calendar of events is always changing and new items are added often.  The 

district alignment chart of who is who will soon be updated with the current list of Area 

Governors, Division Governors and their contact information and the new theme –  

"Energize You ".  http://www.district24toastmasters.com  

 

 

Words from Lt. Governor of Marketing - LuAnn Anglo 

 
District 24 is looking for volunteers to serve as Demonstration Team Members.  Please 

read the message below to determine if you would be interested in participating on this 

team.  Everyone who is interested is asked to send an e-mail message to LuAnn Anglo, Lt. 

Governor of Marketing at lgm@district24toastmasters.com. 

 

 

The mission of our District is to enhance the performance and extend the network of 

Clubs, thereby offering greater numbers of people the opportunity to benefit from the 

Toastmasters educational program. Towards this mission, District 24 is focused on 

creating and maintaining a team of volunteers who could be called upon to participate in 

demo meetings for our district. 

 

A demo meeting is your opportunity to show prospective members how a Toastmasters 

club meeting is conducted and what the Toastmasters program can do for them.  A typical 

http://www.district24toastmasters.com/
mailto:lgm@district24toastmasters.com
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demonstration meeting requires eight or more experienced Toastmasters, each of whom 

assumes a meeting role, such as: 

 

 Toastmaster 

 Timer 

 Ah-counter/grammarian 

 General Evaluator 

 Speaker 

 Evaluator 

 Topicsmaster 

 

An ideal situation is to select a demonstration team that mirrors the audience's 

demographics.  The larger the pool of participants is, the better the mirroring capabilities 

would be.   

 

Please read through the list of Frequently Asked Questions* below.  If you have any 

other questions, or would like to express your interest in becoming a member of this 

team, please e-mail LuAnn Anglo at lgm@district24toastmasters.com. 

 

Frequently Asked Questions* 

 

Q. What is the demo team? 

 

A. The District 24 demo team performs demonstration Toastmasters meetings for groups 

who are interested in starting a Toastmasters club. 

 

 

Q. What is the purpose of the demo team? 

 

A. You can read about a Toastmasters club, someone can explain it to you, but until you 

experience a meeting you will never really understand the benefits of being a 

Toastmaster. This is where the demo team comes in. Prospective guests can experience 

what it is to be a Toastmaster with the help of the demo team. 

 

Q. If I am on the team, am I expected to attend every demo meeting? 

 

A. Not at all. We appreciate any participation you can offer. If you can only make one 

meeting a month, then that is fine. If you choose to only make meetings within 15 

minutes driving range, then that is fine as well. We appreciate any assistance you can 

provide. 

 

Q. As a demo team member, can I get credit for giving a speech at a demo meeting? 

 

A. You sure can! This is a great opportunity to get in more stage time as well as further 

your ranking within the Toastmasters educational track. 

 

mailto:lgm@district24toastmasters.com
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Q. Does the demo team work for Toastmasters, or somehow get paid? 

 

A. Toastmasters only have about 55 employees--the other 80,000 positions are all 

volunteer, including the demo team. Those members of the demo team enjoy the reward 

of sharing the benefit of Toastmasters with others (and sometimes we get a free lunch!). 

 

Q. How do I become a part of the demo team? 

 

A. Simply respond to the e-mails that are sent to the district list about upcoming demo 

meetings. 

 
*FAQs were created by District 31Toastmasters - Serving Eastern Massachusetts & Rhode Island 

 

 

Area Governor Openings - Are you looking to expand your horizons?   Would you 

like the opportunity to work with other clubs?   If you answered ―yes‖ to these questions - 

- - there is still one opening for an Area Governor.  Area Governor responsibilities can be 

found at:  http://www.toastmasters.org/NonNavigableDocs/AreaGovernor.aspx 

 

If you are interested in serving please contact District Governor Elden Plettner at 

governor@district24toastmasters.com.  

 

 

 

Mashantucket Here We Come! 
  

Several members for the District 24 will soon be heading to Mashantucket, Connecticut 

for the Toastmasters International Convention.  Trio members, Elden Plettner, George 

Volz, and LuAnn Anglo will be there as your representative to vote your proxies and 

select a slate of new International Directors as well as casting ballots for  changes to 

 Toastmasters International By-Laws.  Their responsibilities include interviewing 

candidates, attending educational sessions and networking to gain ideas to keep our 

district moving forward.   

  

According to Past District Governor Sheila Hoffert, "One of the highlights, for me, is 

watching the International Speech Contestants.  There are an amazing number of 

talented speakers in Toastmasters and these members have really earned the right to be 

on the stage.  They are amazing!"   

  

There is still time to sign up for the convention this year but if your budget or vacation 

time won't allow it this year, next year's event will be held in Palm Desert, California and 

the 2011 Convention will be in Las Vegas, Nevada.  For more information about the 

International Convention, visit TI's website at: 

http://www.toastmasters.org/Members/MemberExperience/Conferences/Convention/200

9Convention.aspx. 

http://www.toastmasters.org/NonNavigableDocs/AreaGovernor.aspx
mailto:governor@district24toastmasters.com
http://www.toastmasters.org/Members/MemberExperience/Conferences/Convention/2009Convention.aspx
http://www.toastmasters.org/Members/MemberExperience/Conferences/Convention/2009Convention.aspx
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W arm Up With a Quilt  
 

During the warm summer days, it is hard to imagine snuggling up in a quilt to keep 

the chill off.  But quilts and Nebraska winters seem to go hand in hand.  Over the past 

couple of years, some of the district 24 members have come together to create a raffle 

quilt.  Quilt raffle tickets will be available for a wonderful summer themed quilt soon.   Tickets 

are $1 each or 6 for $5.  The quilt will displayed at a number of upcoming event include Area and 

Division Contests.  The money earned from the quilt raffle as well as money earned from the 

white elephant silent auction at the fall conference will help support our educational fund.   

  

Some might ask why do we need to have a raffle for an educational fund?  Toastmaster’s rules are 

very specific on how your membership dues are used.  In order for District 24 to bring World 

Champion Speakers to our district, we have to be able to pay for their airfare and expenses.  We 

use our educational funds for this very purpose.  The funds cannot be used to underwrite the 

membership dues or to start new clubs.  If you would like to know more about the educational 

fund uses, visit 

http://www.toastmasters.org/Members/OfficerResources/PoliciesandProcedures/Fundraising.aspx 

 

If you are interested in participating in the next quilt project, contact Pat Hannan, 

pat@district24toastmasters.com or Floy Westermeier, Floy@district24toastmasters.com.   

 

 
Tips - Overcome Writer's Block 
  
Do you sometimes stare at your notepad or keyboard and hope that your next great 
speech will suddenly appear?  Too often I hear from fellow Toastmasters that they just 
can't think of a new or original idea for their next story.   Having given more than 100 
Toastmasters speeches, I have learned that finding new topics and ideas are the result of 
having great sources.   
  
Here are a few sources that might help you develop your next great presentation.  
  

1.)     Look at your inbox.   Subscribing to the right newsletters are a great source of 
information.  They offer enough information to give you new ideas for topics.  
Here are some of my favorites.  

a.       Harvey Mackay is an accomplished author, successful businessman and 
provides a weekly newsletter "Harvey Mackay's Column".  He serves up a 
weekly helping of positive encouragement and inspiration.   Best of all, 
Harvey is a former Toastmaster.  Subscribe at: 
http://www.harveymackay.com/columns/index.cfm   

b.      National Geographic offers a monthly newsletter.   Learn more about our 
world.   This month's topics included stories about giant fish, Pompeii, and 
even a weird animal quiz.  Learn more at: 
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/ .   

c.       Special Interest Newsletters.  I'm a quilter and one of my favorite 
newsletters comes from the International Quilt Study Center and Museum 
in Lincoln, NE. They offer up a monthly featured quilt.   It is a nationally 
known Nebraska treasure.  http://www.quiltstudy.org/ .  Explore your 
hobbies and find a few special interest newsletters. 

http://www.toastmasters.org/Members/OfficerResources/PoliciesandProcedures/Fundraising.aspx
mailto:pat@district24toastmasters.com
mailto:Floy@district24toastmasters.com
http://www.harveymackay.com/columns/index.cfm
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/
http://www.quiltstudy.org/
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2.)    Look on-line.  There are a great number of websites that offer up source 
material for your next great speech.   The Library of Congress is an excellent 
source of material.  http://www.loc.gov .   

a.       American Memory Project http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/index.html  
is a favorite area on the LOC site.  Searchable categories range for 
Advertising to Women's History with a great number of topics in 
between.  As an example, I selected Advertising > WPA posters and found 
 a poster called "Sew for Victory" from WWII.   (I may have to go to Google 
to learn more about that project.)  

b.      Today in History http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/today/today.html  
offers up an opportunity to look back in time.   Did you know that on July 
23, 1904 , according to some accounts, Charles E. Menches conceived the 
idea of filling a pastry cone with two scoops of ice-cream and thereby 
invented the ice-cream cone.  Imagine doing a demonstration speech from 
the Storytelling Manual while scooping up 2 dips for club members!  

c.       The World Digital Library http://www.wdl.org/en/  also is linked to the 
LOC site.  This offers up amazing information from around the world and 
across many time periods.  

  
These sources are just a few clicks away.  They are fun, informational and may just help 
you crush that writer's block.    
  
Submitted by Pat Hannan, Immediate Past District Governor   
 

 

TIME FOR TRAINING 

 

  Toastmaster’s is about improving.   We do it as we prepare for each meeting, as 

we fulfill our roles at a meeting and yes, sometimes we go to training.  As we start a new 

year and many have volunteered to fill new leadership roles it is time to focus on 

leadership training.  To give each and everyone a chance to succeed in the new roles, 

Toastmasters recommends we all attend formal training.  And your leadership has been 

hard at work, learning how to improve, learning how to help you make the Toastmaster 

experience as beneficial as possible. 

 

 

District Governor Elden Plettner and LGM 

Sharon Johnson being trained 

under the watchful eye of International Director 

Judy Southwick. 

 

 

http://www.loc.gov/
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/index.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/today/today.html
http://www.wdl.org/en/
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Area Governor Training in Lincoln 

 

 
Club Officer training in Omaha 

 

 

 
Club Officer training in Grand Island 

 

 

As you can see, training is happening all over the state.  If you are interested in leadership 

training, please plan to attend.  Check 

http://www.district24toastmasters.com/calendar.cfm for leadership training opportunities 

such as TLI’s or Conferences.  See you there!! 

 

 

 

 

 

The Triple Crown  

http://www.district24toastmasters.com/calendar.cfm
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The Triple Crown is bestowed on those who exemplify the effort 

to improve.  This honor is won by a member completing three 

educational and leadership goals in a single year.  The leadership of 

your district knows that it takes a lot of dedicated work to accomplish a 

single itemðto accomplish three is an event to celebrate.   This year we 

will reserve a special place in the Double Dozen to honor those who have 

worked so hard. 

 

Each member who accomplishes the Triple Crown will receive a 

certificate for half the cost to attend the complete Fall or Spring 

Conference, this year or next.    If the member has already paid for the 

selected conference, then half of the cost will be refunded. 

 

District 24 is proud to announce that our first Triple Crown goes to 

Robert Puhalla of Gateway Club #1101 in Grand Island. 
 

Robert (on the right) receiving congratulations from 

District Governor Elden Plettner  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Stevens, CSM, Communication and Leadership Winner, Spring 2009  

 

 

Educational Achievement Recipients 
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   The leadership of your district knows that it takes a lot of dedicated work to 

accomplish a single item.  We feel that it is important to recognize this hard work.  

Our first recipient this year was Melinda Campbell of The Good Neighbor Club 

4296!!  The list below are those who have already submitted this year.  

Congratulations to all and keep up the great work.  If your name isnôt listed, I hope 

to see it next month.   

 

Award 

Received Recipient Club # Division Area 

City 

 

Advanced 

Leader Bronze 

Campbell, 

Melinda M. 

The Good 

Neighbor Club 

4296 C 21 Columbus 

Advanced 

Communicator 

Bronze 

McFarland, 

Lisa M. 

NPPD 

Toastmasters 

Club 

1029 A 3 Lincoln 

Competent 

Leader 

Beckstead, 

Kendra M. 

TMs at 

Principal Club 

8346 A 1 Grand 

Island 

Advanced 

Communicator 

Bronze 

Heckman, 

Joann L. 

TMs at 

Principal Club 

8346 A 1 Grand 

Island 

Competent 

Leader 

Sheridan, 

Matt 

LibORATORS 

Toastmasters 

Club 

986233 E 43 Tecumseh 

Competent 

Leader 

Enchayan, 

Roe 

Star City Club 6604 C 23 Lincoln 

Competent 

Leader 

Bozarth, 

Colleen 

Blue Ah 

Busters Club 

6757 D 30 Omaha 

Competent 

Communicator 

Macken, 

Shawn M. 

Blue Ah 

Busters Club 

6757 D 30 Omaha 

Competent 

Leader 

Allison, 

Thomas 

Gary 

E.C. Speakers 

Toastmasters 

Club 

2904 C 21 Lincoln 

Competent 

Communicator 

Smith, 

Donald D. 

Fairview 

Toastmasters 

Club 

4284 C 22 Lincoln 

Advanced 

Communicator 

Bronze 

Puhalla, 

Robert E. 

Gateway Club 1101 A 1 Grand 

Island 

Competent 

Communicator 

Puhalla, 

Robert E. 

Gateway Club 1101 A 1 Grand 

Island 

CL Puhalla, 

Robert E. 

Gateway Club 1101 A 1 Grand 

Island 

ACB Palomo, 

Lorenzo S. 

LibORATORS 

Toastmasters  

986233 E 43 Tecumseh 
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Monday, July 27, 2009 

 

 

To:    Local Omaha Metro Area Toastmasters Clubs 

 

From:  Dee Uecker, VP Public Relations, Omaha 229 Toastmasters Club 

  Home phone:  573-0308.  Please leave a message if no answer. 

 

Re:  Septemberfest Parade, Saturday, September 7, 10:00 AM-12:00 approx. 

 

I want to promote Toastmasters in the local community and what better way than to march in a 

parade.  It would be great to have a huge turnout representing the large presence Toastmasters 

has in the Omaha/Metro area.  For some, the arrival of fall represents a time for education and 

self-improvement; returning to school or signing up for corporate training.  Whether for the 

individual or a company sponsoring a new member, the economy of Toastmasters is easy on the 

pocketbook. 

 

There is no cost to participate in the parade.  I have sent in the registration form indicating I will 

provide the number of people marching by August 15
th
.  Plans are to have each club carry their 

banner.  At the recent Club Officer training, a few people signed their names as being interested 

in marching.  If your club is interested in marching, please email me at ueckerd@cox.net.  I 

would like to assemble a committee to assist in disseminating information to the different clubs 

as the date approaches.   I would like to hear a ñyea or nayò from all local Omaha area clubs.  
 

Your thoughts and suggestions are welcome.  Here are a few thoughts of my own about 

participating:  If your club has business cards, they can be passed out during the parade.  

Toastmasters apparel could be worn and/or same colored clothing could be worn (e.g. beige or 

khaki shorts/slacks and a blue shirt or top. 

 

Here are a few facts about the parade and some preliminary information about participating: 

 

When: Assembly for a parade typically takes place about 1 hour before the parade is to 

start.  A group # and designated area to assembly is given to each group 

marching.  I will get this information as the date draws closer. 

  

Parade  The parade starts at 16
th
 & Cass Streets, travels south on 16

th
 to Capitol  

Route: Ave., continues east on Capitol Ave. to 10
th
 Street and concludes by proceeding 

north on 10
th
 Street to Webster Street.  The parade goes on rain or shine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ueckerd@cox.net


 15 

 

News from District 24 Clubs 
 

 

A change in leadership has taken place in the Toastmasters Club 455.  The 2009-2010 

Toastmasters officers were sworn in on July 2, 2009. A Toastmasters year runs from July 

1 to June 30.  This year, OPPD Club 455 hit a perfect 10 out of 10 again for the 3
rd

 

consecutive year while leading the whole District in awards.  Toastmaster Club OPPD 

455 would like to thank the outgoing officers who served Club 455 very well.  Guests 

from all over are always welcome at Toastmasters meetings which are held every 

Thursday in Conference Room A at Energy Plaza at 11:30 AM. 

 

       
      1st row l-r:  Kim Hoock, VP of Ed, Karissa Johnson, VP Public Rel 

      2nd row l-r: Larry Nelsen, VP of Membership, Jim Karnik, Treas 

       Tim Johnson, Secretary 
      3rd row l-r:  Kevin Fustos, Sgt of Arms, Keith Jones, President  

 

 

 

 

Submitted by Karissa Johnson 

 

Lozier ShelfTalkers, has created a new position in our TM club.  It is called 

Advisor/Mentor.  I have been in TM for almost 12 years.  I draw on my experiences to 

share with the other member’s things that I have learned over the years.  Each week I 

send out a ―Mentoring Tip of the Week.‖  (Example below).  I created a folder on my 

desktop that I put each tip into.  I am intending to make a flip calendar, so to speak, that 

can sit on the table at each meeting and display one of these tips.  The members love it 

and guests do too.  These tips have proven to be quite beneficial in the many roles of a 

TM.  I don’t know if this is the type of thing that you are looking for.  I just thought I 

would share. 

Sleep On It  - You have all heard the saying, "Don't make a 

major decision without sleeping on it first."  This applies to all the 

small decisions too!  As you prepare for each role, each speech, 

allow enough time to put your preparation away.  Sleep on it.  Then 

take it out the next day and find a way to make it better.  If we 

implement this approach into our everyday lives this will only make us better in all that 

we do.  So don't be hasty about the decisions that you make today.  Sleep on it! 

 Submitted by Donett Herring 
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Capital City Toastmasters is offering a Tues evening Speechcraft course in early fall, on separate 

dates, with 2 other Lincoln Clubs.  

 

Capital City contest will be on both humorous and Table topics. 

Our President will lead us in an innovative approach to Table topics in the next 4 weekly 

meetings.  

 

There are lots of other TM activities in Lincoln. 

See Jean D (Capital City club coach for) details. 

 

 Submitted by Ken J. Dolezal 

 

Several TM members from Grand Island participated in the American Cancer Society Relay For 

Life June 19th. Nancy Klimek served as MC for the Luminaria Ceremony. Anita Lewandowski 

served as MC for the Fight Back Ceremony. Melinda Haag served as Ceremonies Chairperson. 

Anita is a member of the Toastmasters at Principal Club. Nancy is a member of the Yakkity 

Yakkers Club. Melinda is a member of Yakkity Yakkers and Kearney Toastmasters Clubs. 

 Submitted by Melinda M. Haag  

 

P.O.E.T.S. Toastmasters is doing a new thing!  In an effort to reach out to and attract people who 

might not be inclined to attend a regular Toastmasters meeting, P.O.E.T.S. Toastmasters has 

initiated a Lunch and Learn Brownbagger project, a series of interesting and informative 

presentations prepared by club members.  Once a month, at the same time as our regular 

meeting, there will be two 20-minute presentations on a wide variety of topics that reflect the 

many interests of our members.  Flyers are distributed giving the scheduled times and topics, and 

encouraging people to bring their lunch – and learn! 
  
The first of these brownbaggers took place on Thursday, July 23.  Dana  Snyder gave a vivid 

description of the pleasures of traveling by motorcycle in the area east of the Big Blue River, and 

Arlis Plummer challenged listeners to think about turning their vacation into an ―ecovacation,‖ as 

she described working with Thrivent Builds Worldwide/ Habitat for Humanity in a community 

building project in El Salvador.   
  
P.O.E.T.S. Toastmasters meets Thursdays from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the Federal Building, 

between 15
th
 and 16

th
 on O Street, and is confident this project will "energize us."  

  
            Submitted by Ken Gobber  

 

 

Mike Munson of the Mutual of Omaha Toastmasters has proven his great speaking attributes 

by recently gaining his Competent Speaker Award. This award was apparently not enough for 

Mike, he wanted the  Competent Leadership skills to shine through.  He has also completed the 

necessary requirements for the Competent Leader nearly at the same time.  Good job Mike. 

 

 Submitted by Yevonne Henry 
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Power Up for the Fall Conference - mark your calendar because we 

have a special guest, Jim Key, World Champion Speaker coming to Mahoney State 
Park Oct. 9 and 10, 2009. This fall contests will include the humorous and table 
topics contest. Join us for great educational and networking and hear a champ. Jimôs 
website is http://www.jimkey.com.  Watch the district website for more information, 
www.district24toastmasters.com.  
 

Welcome World Champion of Public Speaking 
Jim Key to District 24  
 
District 24 Toastmasters Fall Conference October 9 & 
10, 2009  
 
Registration - $60  
 
Great venue ï Mahoney State Park near Ashland  
 
Friday night fun  
 
Youôll get electrifying educational sessions  
 
Table Topics & Fall Humorous Speech Contests  
 
Lunch and Dinner on Saturday  
 
And World Champion Jim Key is scheduled to attend!  
 
Make your checks payable to: District 24 Fall Conference. Mail your registration and check 

to: 

District 24 Fall Conference 

c/o Kim Spicka  

P.O. Box 509, Elkhorn, NE 68022  

 

Registration for the Fall District 24 Conference Oct. 9 & 10, 2009 
 
Name: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, and Zip Code: _____________________________________________________ 

Phone: ____________________ 

E-Mail: _____________________________________________  

Club Name & Number: ________________________________ 

Your designation: _____________________________________ 

Club, Area, Division or District Designations: ______________ 
Registration can also be done online at: 

http://www.district24toastmasters.com/ConferenceRegistration.cfm  

http://www.jimkey.com/
http://www.district24toastmasters.com/
http://www.district24toastmasters.com/ConferenceRegistration.cfm

